On an average morning I check Twitter and Facebook on my smartphone; read the news on my laptop; send emails and text messages; and save files to the cloud.
A commentary on how Zara Dinnen's The Digital Banal is timely or relevant is to understate the encompassing, continual presence of digital media within the everyday operations of our lives.
Dinnen defines the digital banal as "the condition by which we don't notice the affective novelty of becoming-with digital media" (1). Most often, we do not think twice about the digital media we use in our day-to-day lives, in spite of the ways we are conditioned by it. Nor do we recognise the ecological impact of the servers and factories that make such digital media possible (1-2). Dinnen uses literature to discuss the digital banal, arguing that "[n]arrative culture records these stakes in ways that we can critically apprehend" (2). In her comprehensive and clear introduction, Dinnen outlines the key material, mediational, and affective definitions of the digital banal, and sets out to interrogate this banality. The Digital Banal is organised into two distinct sections. The first considers the formal properties and mediational surfaces of the digital banal; the second considers its material environments. Dinnen concludes The Digital Banal by stating that "we are always digitally mediated" and that we must work to "critically apprehend digital media," to assess the ways in which it organises our lives in seemingly invisible and inevitable ways (162; 167). The dangers of not doing are represented by the crucial example of the digital conditions of the 2016 US election: tweets, hacks, and emails dominated the election in very visible ways, and yet " [t] he shocks of the election process were soon normalized because they were being registered through the medium of their initial disturbance" (167). This example, a postscript that briefly features in the final paragraph of the Conclusion, cleverly illustrates the stakes of not apprehending the banal ways in which digital media immanently affects our everyday lives.
